The stage of Romania’s preparation in view of the implementation of the new Action Plan of the European Commission on State Aid and of the respect of a strict  competition regime

~ Executive Summary of the Public Consultation Report ~

Palace of Parliament, Bucharest - 6 November 2008

On the 6th of November 2008, at the Palace of the Parliament, under the aegis of the CEFTAC Platform (a PHARE project founded in 2004), a public consultation took place within the fourth edition of the European Competition and Competitiveness Day in Romania. The event was deployed in the presence of the Deputy Director General DG Competition- European Commission, Dr. Herbert UNGERER, as well as of the high representative of the European Union Presidency in Romania - the Economic and Commercial Counsellor of the French Embassy in Bucharest, Mrs. Florence DOBELLE and of the representative of the President of the Competition Council in Romania, Mrs Director Maria ALEXANDRU. The debate focused on the new Action Plan of the European Commission regarding the State Aids, as well as on the evaluation of the socio-economic impact of the activity of the Competition Council and the other regulation authorities, from the point of view of the civil society and business sector. 

Over 200 representatives of the business sector, professional associations, scientific institutes, NGOs, mass-media and personalities participated to the public on-line consultation and to the event. We mention that the National Authority for Communication (ANC) was the only institution which did not reply to the request for an official point of view and to the invitation to participate to the event. However, a detailed and objective evaluation of the current situation in the field of IT&C reglementation, provided by Dr. Nicolae OACA, was available on the CD of the event offered to the participants.

We briefly present you a summary of the results of the public consultation:

1. The participants recognized that they are generally weakly informed on the major changes regarding the granting of the state aid schemes. They consider that the Competition Council should coordinate in a more decisive and energetic way the information and promotion policy of the opportunities deriving from this new Action Plan, but in cooperation with other central institutions like ARIS, the sectoral regulation authorities, the Ministry of Economy and Finances and the National Authority for Scientific Research.

2. The promotion of the new Action Plan especially, in the area of RDI and of the SME sector, should be well planned and implemented, including the support of some nongovernmental organisations or programs as the CEFTAC Platform. Only in such a way, the influence on the economic competitiveness could be perceived in a consistent way. In view of stimulate the growing of the economic and social competitiveness, the most of participants recommended the use of the participation to internal and European good practices transfer networks and the support for common projects with external partners. 

3. More than one half of the participants expressed their interest and recommended the creation of a National Competitiveness Council, as a flexible think-tank for giving incentives to the national competitiveness. Such a body has to avoid any administrative parallelisms with other institutions like the Economic and Social Council.

4. Due to not enough strong protection of consumer rights, the majority of the participants do not favorable appreciate the passive position of the sectoral regulation authorities like ANRE and ANC. Following the presentation of a study accomplished under the aegis of the Romanian Academy, a great number of participants expressed their regret regarding the lack of a structural consultative dialogue with the organisations for defending the consumer rights as well as the fragility/practical inconsistence of the activity of ANPC (National Authority for Consumer Protection), especially from the point of view of legal penalties for ensuring a higher protection of these rights.  

5. At the end of the public consultation, a great number of participants were in favor of introducing an advocacy and promotion of the culture of a fair and transparent competition, established on a coherent basis and financially supported through the special funds granted by the Romanian state to the Competition Council. In order to continue the activities and initiatives for the dissemination of the competition culture through the CEFTAC Platform or other similar initiatives, such legal enforcements should replace the previous support provided by the EU, other Member States or the private sector.

6. The majority of the participants were in favor of a parallel evaluation of the social impact of the regulation activities of the Competition Council. The technical coordinator of the event – EUROLINK-House of Europe Foundation – expressed its regrets for the non-participation of the representatives of the Competition Council to the second part of the event, where it was present a proposal of evaluation criterion for evaluating the Competition Council in Romania. The organiser continues to expect the official reactions from the public Romanian authorities regarding the formulated observations, suggestions and recommendations.

7. Among the proposals expressed by the participants we briefly mention: the unification of the legislation regarding competition within an unified and coherent competition code, especially for absorbing the law referring to the unfair competition and the penalties against the „misleading advertising”; the fulfillment of the recommendations of the European Commissioner for Competition through the establishing of special competition courts and the systematic training of judges and other competition experts; the introduction of the legal obligation of response to the public requests of civil society organisations/citizens referring to the issues of great importance for the public agenda; the inclusion of the profession of expert/independent consultant in competition within the national occupational standards and the launching by the Competition Council with other specialised institutes of the Romanian Academy of a national program of systematic training of such experts. 

The Official Partners of the event were: „DELEANU Vasile-Attorneys at Law” - member of Warwick Legal Network and IMSAT Romania - Groupe SNEF. Official Sponsor: Nestor Nestor Diculescu Kingston Petersen - member of SEE Legal. Technical Sponsors: ROVIGO, KD Group and PHAETON GALA. Media Partners: Agentia de Presa Rador, ClubAfaceri.ro, ComunicateMedia.ro, Comunicatii Mobile, Concurrences.com, e-Competitions.com, Economie si Administratie Locala, Euroconsultanta, Grupul de Presa Bursa, In Your Pocket, PRWave.ro, Radio 3NET, Radio France Internationale, Radio Romania, Romania Libera, SmartBank.ro, SmartFinancial.ro, SmartFinancial.ro, StiriEvenimente.ro, Tribuna Economica.

For conformity,

The Secretariat of the Organising Consortium 

c/o EUROLINK-House of Europe / CEFTAC Platform

