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Since the previous edition of the High Level Stakeholders Regional Business Event “European Maritime Day in Romania” (Palace of the Parliament, May 2011), when the Black Sea - Danube Regional Network for Social & Economic Innovation was established in Bucharest, we are glad to inform that a series of achievements already occurred. 

In August 2011, with the kind support and in partnership with the Romanian Academy and the National Authority for Scientific Research (ANCS), and in the presence of the DG Enterprise – European Commission representative - Prof. Steven BISHOP, our Regional Excellence Center was inaugurated at the House of the Scientists in Bucharest. 

In the meantime, we became part of the Consultative Council of the implementation process of the EU Danube Strategy (SUERD). We are especially involved within the International Relations and Lobby dimension. In this way, we mainly focus on a mixture of Black Sea-Danube development common concerns and the encouragement of social and economic innovation at a larger scale, using ICT tools and take advantage of the EU Funds opportunity. On this capacity, we succeeded to make a series of concrete technical proposals and we were involved in the preparation of the further Handbook on implementing Danube projects, edited by the Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

As an example of concrete initiatives and projects, we already submitted two important inter-disciplinary research projects. One, in co-operation with the Romanian Academy of Economic Studies and the European Studies of the University of Bucharest, in Romania, entitled “Adapting Romanian spatial policies to the requirements of trans-national EU projects with territorial development complex aspects focused on European Union Strategy for the Danube Region”; and, the other one, advanced to the “Flagship FuturICT. Knowledge Accelerator”, supported by the European Commission, in view of their pre-selection of priority national/regional strategic projects, entitled “Smart Inland Waterways”. Also, last November, under the High Patronage of the EU Presidency, on the occasion of the European Competition Day in Romania (ed. VII), we organised a large public consultation and debate dedicated to the “White Charter of Economic & Social Re-launching through Competitiveness and Innovation”, and launched the CD: “Guide concerning the new Economic and Financial EU Governance”. 

This year, in partnership with the National Committee for Development and the kind support of the Romanian Academy and ACRAFE, we also initiated a series of activities and debates related to the civil society support given to the accession process of EU Funds in Romania, starting with the improvement of the implementation of transportation infrastructure EU Program in Romania (March 2012). In this respect, we set up a Joint Task Force aimed to support the Romanian management authorities and to interact with the European Investment Bank and the World Bank special consultants. 

Taking into account all these above-mentioned elements, we plan to transform the second edition of the European Maritime Day in Romania (Palace of the Parliament, May 2012) in a catalyst factor in order to orient and mobilize both the private and the public sector for better interaction and innovative partnerships for economic & social competitiveness in our Black Sea-Danubian Region.

