The Second Reunion of CLDR - Romania 

Thursday 25 September 2014, Palace of the Parliament, Bucharest, Romania

The Bucharest Declaration 

on

the Needed Support for Romanian Communities and Clusters within EUSDR Process 

~ draft form in consultation ~ 
As it is known, the EU Strategy for the Danube Region (EUSDR) adopted by the Council of the European Union in June 2011, mainly thanks to a common Austrian - Romanian vision and efforts, has to represent the most transformative reforming programme aimed to build and consolidate the social – economic prosperity, democracy and good governance at macro regional level. Nevertheless, these ambitious goals will not be reached without much more innovative and transparent structures, both top- down and bottom-up, supporting a deeper dialogue and co-operation amongst all planners, decision makers, stake - holders, local public administration leaders, experts, innovators, entrepreneurs, clusters' managers, bankers, civic militants and direct beneficiaries. 

Also, it is crucial to stress that the EUSDR implementation in Romania will be possible only through an inter-communication, consultation and under an adequate guidance, fully provided by the Council of Danube Cities and Regions (CoDCR), and especially through the Urban Platform Danube Region, founded in partnership with the Municipality of Vienna, which decided in June 2014 to put at the first level of initiative and responsibility of the city halls the process of coagulation and implementation of the major projects with impact on development and prosperity standards of the citizens of the macro-region.
Persuaded that the local communities, universities, clusters and other relevant civil actors have to play a key- role within a succesful fulfilled EUSDR , in order to stimulate a proper and efficient implementation of such an innovatory process in the macro region, especially involving and affecting also the so called "third rank economies/countries" (cf. Report of the International Institute of Economic Studies in Vienna), the representatives and participants to the Second National Working Reunion of the Platform of Local Communities along the Danube River – CLDR Romania call for a clearer and more consistent support from our Danubian Counterparts and European and Romanian decision makers/coordinators, mainly DG Regio – European Commission, the Danube Region Urban Platform and the Romanian Government through the following measures:

1. Provision in the near future by the public budget of the Government of Romania of special funds for ensuring the functioning of the technical operations and public events related to the better coordination of consortia and initiatives related to the implementation of EUSDR, mainly using the currently accumulated expertise of Romanian specialists (PROFEX national register) and clusters in all important fields including tourism, arts and social innovation;
2. Acceleration of the adoption of strongly needed legislative framework imposed by the new regulations and working style of the European Commission regarding the Public Private Partnerships, the Lobby as a specific activity at national and European level, the Role and Functioning of Clusters as the strongest drive path of Competitiveness and Implementation of Innovation;
3. Opening a Special Department within EximBank entirely devoted to stimulate the innovation and generally speaking a new Danubian competitiveness in Romanian business environment;

4. Kindly asking to the Central Bank of Romania to analyse the possibility to promote new measures for stimulation the opening of alternative specialised banks exclusively dedicated to the financing the innovation in all relevant sectors of the economy and participation of  Romanian clusters to the Danubian mechanisms of scientific and economic co-operation. The Romanian Banking Institute should also start to launch and develop concrete special training sessions devoted to bankers to be motivated to understand the new EUSDR challenges and opportunities through determinating real “bankable” projects; 
5. Creation and financial support for a National Center of Competences and Research in Cluster Management under the model of existing institutions in countries like Germany or France, with the support and guided by the Ministry of Economic as National EUSDR Contact Point for Competitiveness and Clusters.
6. Enabling with new responsibilities and clearer prerogatives and obligations the National Coordinator and Romanian priority areas coordinators for a better unitary leadership of initiatives and inter – communications with the Romanian stake holders and Danubian partners. A much more consistent financial support for their teams and an extended accountability are very urgent and needed. 
7. Making possible as soon as possible the participation of Romania to the European Territorial Economic Co-operation Groups and European/Danubian associations of  industrial clusters within the European Union as a main way to promote Danubian co operation, including with other interested third part regions in Europe.
8. A State and municipalities' recognition of the importance of the co-operation between local communities from Romania and Republic of Moldova and especially their first rank partners from Austria and Germany through a much better networking and lobby system, including the opening of  CLDR Representation Office in Vienna, the head office of the Danube Region of Urban Platform and of ARGE. 
9. Universities and the Ministry of Education are to stimulate the opening of post graduate training and  Master level studies in the field of Danubian Studies, Affairs and Projects of an unified curricula as it is promoted by the Danube European Academy in Ulm and its related partner institutions.
10. The inauguration of special series of TV and radio talk shows on EUSDR  should be supported by the Romanian Government and public broadcasting trusts.
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